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of human nature, that our reconciliation to God by
'the atonement of Christ, and that the restoration of
our primitive dignity by the sanctifying influence
of the Holy Spirit, are all parts of one whole, united
in close independence and mutual congruity.

Perhaps, however,  it has not been sufficiently
noticed, that in the chief practical precepts of Chris-
tianity, there is the same essential agree- Between the
ment, the same mutual dependency of one ^^f ^
upon another.    Let us survey this fresh ^mngst
instance of the wisdom   of that system, each other.
which is the only solid foundation of our present or,
future happiness.

The virtues most strongly and repeatedly enjoined
in Scripture, and by our progress in which we may
best measure our advancement in holiness, are the
fear and love of God and of Christ; love, kindness,
and meekness towards our fellow-creatures; indif-
ference to the possessions and events of this life, in
comparison with our concern about eternal things;
self-denial, and humility.

It has been already pointed out in many parti-
culars, how essentially such of these Christian graces
as respect the Divine Being are connected with
* those, which have more directly for their objects
our fellow-creatures and ourselves. But, in the
case of these two last descriptions of Christian
graces, the more attentively we consider them with
reference to the acknowledged principles of human
nature, and to indisputable facts, the more we shall
be convinced that they afford mutual aid towards
the ^acquisition of each other; and that, when ac-
quired, they all harmonize with each other in per-
fect and essential union. This truth may perhaps
be sufficiently apparent from what has been already
remarked, but it may not be useless to dwell on it